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What does sustainability mean?

Sustainability is thinking about the future
Sustainability is having empathy for the 
Earth
Sustainability is being honest about our 
consumption
Sustainability is recycling waste
Sustainability is reducing waste
Sustainability is being conscientious 
Sustainability is being kind to animals
Sustainability is ______________________
Sustainability is ______________________
Sustainability is ______________________

Questions to consider while exploring the museum:

How can we reframe historical objects to help learn about contemporary 
issues?  

What evidence of outdated attitudes can you find in the archive, and how 
can museums challenge them? 

Whose voices are missing from the collection? 
Is a landscape an archive? 

If a person, one hundred years from now, were to look back at The Wilson’s 
collection of objects and artefacts, what assumptions might they make 
about our culture, based on what we chose to preserve?

“What, then, is the task of an artist in an 
archive, as she or he balances between the 
roles of archivist, historian, translator and 

narrator? Perhaps it is to understand which 
of the archive’s preserved pasts relate to 

the present moment of danger, and find a 
way to translate and narrate that past into 
the present; not casually, not haphazardly 

and not nostalgically, but just when and 
where it is most needed.” Mariam Ghani - 

Artist

10,000 years. It will take 10,000 years for 
this iceberg to biodegrade. 

Set them afloat on an Antarctic Sea and it’s 
likely they will outlive us. 

Sinking, melting, rising, falling, filling up 
and spreading out. Landscape is made and 
unmade in an endless cycle of forgetting 
and remembering. What happens when ice 
forgets cold? What happens when water 
forgets to freeze? What happens when 
glaciers forget their shape and birds forget 
to sing? This iceberg is an artwork. This 
iceberg is an inflatable. This iceberg is a 
provocation, a call to arms. 

There is an iceberg in the room and it 
cannot be ignored. 

“Glaciers are archives. They store time, 
pollen, bones, weather events, bodies. Ice 
is always teaching water about cold, and 

water is swallowing itself.”
Gretel Ehrlich – Novelist, poet and 

anthropologist.

Archives, galleries, museums and their 
collections of objects reveal hidden truths, 
lingering memories and glimpses into 
the past. Behind each stone or cloth or 
photograph, however, we can learn not 
only about the objects and realities of days 
gone by, but of the people who collected 
and curated these items and their motives 
for preserving them. Past collectors may 
have considered it acceptable to seek out 
bird’s eggs and to capture butterflies to 
the point of near extinction. The drawers 
and cabinets of our museums overflow with 
relics of antiquated attitudes, but how we 
frame them today, and what we choose to 
keep or discard, demonstrates our shifting 
priorities and an awareness of the politics 
of preservation.

The inflatable icebergs that this newspaper 
accompanies were inspired by Dr Edward 
Adrian Wilson’s watercolour paintings 
that he made during expeditions in the 
Antarctic over 100 years ago. 

‘Polar Study of a Collapsed Iceberg’ by Edward 
Wilson

This work is the product of a ‘disruptive’ 
artist commission. As ‘disruptive artist’ it 
is my job to embed myself in the Wilson 
collection and create a new artwork in 
response to the wealth of archived objects. 
A museum can be a subdued place, with 
low light, and a hushed atmosphere - and 
absolutely no touching the objects! I 
wanted to create something big, bright and 
fun, something tactile and unusual that will 
hopefully inspire you to look at the Wilson 
collection with fresh eyes. 
 
What is a disruptive artist?

A disruptive artist is present
A disruptive artist is thinking
A disruptive artist is airing out the archive
A disruptive artist is making considered 
interventions
A disruptive artist is disrupting...carefully
A disruptive artist is removing barriers
A disruptive artist is switching the
viewpoint
A disruptive artist is examining the 
narrative 
A disruptive artist is a breath of fresh air
A disruptive artist is_____________________
A disruptive artist is ____________________
A disruptive artist is ____________________

The commission started in November 2017 
when I completed a short residency at 
The Wilson, to research and develop my 
ideas. I spent time in the collection reading 
about Wilson, his love of nature and his 
background in Cheltenham. 

I had meetings with different members 
of staff to get a feel for how the museum 
works and I left post-it notes around the 
staff room with questions and prompts for 
them to think about.

My main concern whilst researching 
was to consider how the museum’s 
historical collection can relate to issues of 
contemporary importance - such as climate 
change, sustainability and the politics of 
what we choose to preserve, why and how.  



The sky over the Brewery Quarter, on a 
January evening in Cheltenham

Th
in

gs
 y

ou
 c

an
 d

o 
w

ith
 th

is 
ne

w
sp

ap
er

 a
ft

er
 re

ad
in

g 
it:

 p
as

s 
it 

to
 a

 fr
ie

nd
; r

ec
yc

le
 it

; u
se

 it
 a

s 
un

us
ua

l w
ra

pp
in

g 
pa

pe
r; 

cu
t i

t u
p 

an
d 

us
e 

fo
r c

ol
la

ge
s;

 o
r t

re
as

ur
e 

it 
fo

re
ve

r :
) 

(r
ec

om
m

en
de

d)

Ic
eb

er
gs

 in
 T

he
 P

ap
er

 S
to

re
 (

an
 o

pe
n 

ar
ch

iv
e)

Edward Wilson is remembered for having 
an excellent ‘colour memory’ - he couldn’t 
paint out in the open in Antarctica as 
the paints would freeze, so his works are 
recollections of his expeditions earlier that 
day. 

Around the time of my residency it began 
to snow heavily in Gloucestershire. You 
might have noticed during the stark, 
wintry evenings, just as the sun is setting, 
the sky turns the most extraordinary 
colours. Fading from blue to magenta, 
and punctuated with peachy clouds - this 
provided the inspiration for the project 
colour palette during the design process.

Ed’s Legacy:

Edward Wilson loved the natural world 
and studied it both scientifi cally and 
artistically. If he was alive today, would 
he be campaigning for action on climate 
change? We can’t know this, but one thing 
we can be sure of, is that we can honour 
his memory by protecting the environment 
and acting as an advocate for the Earth! 

What can I do to protect the earth?

Keep talking - climate change is not going 
away, we need to keep learning, discussing 
and strategising together. Stay critical and 
ask diffi cult questions.

Lobby the government - get out on the 
streets and protest unethical environmental 
practices, or write to your MP to remind 
them that action on climate change is a 
priority. 

Live sustainably - ride your bike, turn 
off the lights and cut consumption - but 
don’t shame others for not being as green 
as you. We need to treat each other with 
empathy and provide a solid front to those 
who hold real power to combat climate 
change. 

Come along to the Iceberg in the Room!

THE ICEBERG IN THE ROOM

The Iceberg in the Room is: a workshop, a 
meeting place, a library, a school, 
defi nitely not a school, a place to think, 
a conversation, lots of conversations, an 
ideas lab, a seminar, a reading room, a 
tea break, a think tank, a generator, an 
experiment.

Watch out for a series of workshops 
at The Wilson where you can learn 
about the Antarctic, climate change 
and the history of polar exploration.

OR start your own! The Iceberg in 
the Room is an open-source project 
which you can replicate yourself. Get 
your friends together and chat about 
the environmental issues that are 
important to you. All you need is an 
iceberg in the room to make things 
offi cial. Here’s one you can cut out:

#TheWilsonChelt



THE WILSON
Cheltenham Art Gallery & Museum
Clarence Street
Cheltenham
GL50 3JT

Tel: 01242 237431

Admission free

Open Monday – Wednesday / Friday – Saturday 9.30am – 
5.15pm. Thursday 9.30am – 7.45pm. Sunday 11am – 4pm.
(Closed on 25 & 26 December, 1 January and Easter Sunday)

www.cheltenhammuseum.org.uk
artgallery@cheltenhamtrust.org.uk
#TheWilsonChelt
Twitter: @TheWilsonChelt
Facebook.com/thewilsonchelt
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